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GenEd assessment in CMR 2012-13 school year
The CMR 1052 class has an E/Cr designation, which states, the Gen Ed “Ethical and
Civic Responsibility” is designed: “To broaden and develop students’ capacity to
question and reflect upon their own and society’s values and critical responsibilities, and
to understand forces, such as technology, that cause them to modify these views and often
mandate creation of new ways to resolve legal, social and scientific issues.”
During school year 2012-13 there were 15 sections of CMR 1052. Professor Burke did
this assessment within her 7 sections of CMR 1052, Introduction to Public Speaking. A
total of 130/ 137 students responded to the assessment request.
Although the half-term course only met 15 times, a portion of a class at the end of the
course was deliberately set aside to review, clarify, discuss and evaluate the ways the
given course fit within the Liberal Arts, and met the spirit of the GenEd requirement.
During the discussions several themes became apparent--before the lesson: a) a small but
noticeable number of (mostly first-year) students were unaware of the Liberal Arts
mission and/or what that may mean at UMM; b) some students questioned why particular
elements are mandated for all educated students and other elements of the GenEds are
“pick 2 from this list of 4”; and c) several students questioned why Public Speaking does
not either fit within “skills” (rather than “Liberal learning”); and/or d) why it does not
have a designator like CW/WLA “all to itself.”
At the end of the lesson, after the discussion, students completed a three-question,
qualitative assessment survey. The first question asked for a description of the students’
understanding of the Gen Ed goals. The second question asked for students to say why
“this was considered important for students in the Liberal Arts.” The third question
asked “In what ways do you think CMR 1052 connects to the GenEd?”
Written responses from students indicate that almost all of them believe they accurately
received and understood the message of the lesson, and believe that they left the course
with a stronger understanding of the connections they were asked to make. Although
they vary in writing quality, the majority responded with comments such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

to get students to think ethically & critically
to give a well-rounded education
to create active citizens/ to better society
to develop critical thinking
to evaluate, critic (sic) and refute persuasive ideas
to better prepare us for what comes after college
to foster civil society
to broaden our education to the fullest
because we are not only supposed to be a excellent person in our own major, but also should learn
something for Liberal Arts.

In summary, the qualitative findings from this survey indicate that, to a great extent,
CMR has documentation that the Introduction to Public Speaking students have

significant awareness and understanding of how we have designed and taught CMR 1052
to meet this GenEd graduation requirement. This data reinforces the findings from
previous years’ assessment by CMR for this course—with consistently high-levels of
responses, and strong indications that students are able to articulate the connections.
Because we have no comparative data with other E/Cr classes we cannot extend analysis
to understand what our findings mean in relation to other E/Cr classes. Furthermore, we
can not discuss how students select or use the “2 of 4” classes they complete within this
Liberal Arts/ “Liberal learning” category, and can not otherwise interpret how this E/Cr
interchanges with the student accomplishments within the assortment of GenEds (E/Cr,
HDiv, IP, Envt) that comprise the category of “The Global Village”.
Lastly, it appears it would serve the institution well to have greater instruction in the
Liberal Arts mission of UMM, perhaps as part of the orientation process for all students.

